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Carl Vinson Institute of Government 
 
Institute Hosts Visit by USS Carl Vinson Delegation 
On November 2, 2007 the Carl Vinson Institute of Government hosted a delegation of officers 
and crew members from the USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier, which is currently going through a 
complex overhaul in Newport News, Virginia. The purpose of the groupÕs visit was to learn 
more about the life and career of their shipÕs namesake and the public service and outreach 
mission of the Vinson Institute. A photo gallery will be posted on the InstituteÕs Web site at 
www.vinsoninstitute.org. 
 
Child and Family Policy Initiative Sponsors Prison Pipeline Symposium 
The Child and Family Policy Initiative, which is coordinated by the Vinson Institute and the 
College of Family and Consumer Sciences, sponsored a campus-wide symposium at the 
universityÕs Student Learning Center on Tuesday, November 6, 2007. The program included the 
screening of selected scenes from the documentary, The Intolerable Burden, which explores the 
link between public schools and the criminal and juvenile justice systems. The screening was 
followed by a panel discussion by researchers and juvenile justice practitioners. 
 
Vinson Institute Participates in Survey Research Conference 
The Vinson InstituteÕs Survey Research Unit was well represented in leadership roles at the 
recent annual conference of the Southern Association for Public Opinion Research (SAPOR). 
Unit director Rich Clark will serve as SAPOR president during the next year. Kelly Foster served 
as conference chair for the event, which had a record attendance. She was also elected SAPOR 
vice president/president-elect. Giving presentations were Leah Christian, research specialist, and 
graduate assistants Jennifer Holland and Terry Adams. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Fanning Institute 
 
CAPACITY BUILDING 

• Jim Maloney facilitated the Leadership 2000 Class 22 Opening Retreat in Kansas City, 
Kansas.  This intensive 48-hour experience involved twenty-seven people over three 
days, focusing on individual human development as well as group exercises on 
community needs and opportunities. 

 
 
 
 



EXPLORATION 
• Latino Learning Labyrinth:  In Greek mythology, the concept of a ÒHeroÕs JourneyÓ is 

used to reflect a time of self exploration--an expedition to detach, to learn, and to grow as 
a person. In the Athens of today, Deborah Gonzalez and Amanda McKasson set out to 
find whether the ÒHeroÕs JourneyÓ can lend relevance to current issues.  In concert with 
UGA student organizations, ÒThe ImmigrantÕs JourneyÓ was developed to raise 
awareness of the challenges facing many who come to America. Using a labyrinth made 
of stones, students, staff and faculty learned firsthand the intensity of finding oneÕs way 
and the need for patience in reaching a destination.  With the gracious help of Earthsong, 
a local forest preservation effort, students, staff, and faculty entered the labyrinth outside 
of Athens to contemplate the struggles that immigrants face when coming to a new 
country, seeking an understanding of the hard journey that thousands have made in the 
past and are making today.  It is hoped that the labyrinth experience will be an annual 
part of UGAÕs Hispanic Heritage Month events. 

• The Honorable Judge Steve Jones (Western Judicial Circuit, Georgia) held a press 
conference to announce the OneAthens Community Foundation.  Sandy Christopher, 
Jim Geiser, Delene Porter and Joe Whorton have worked with PPA, OneAthensÕ 
predecessor, from its inception. Whorton also was a lead presenter in a workshop about 
the PPA partnership and its creation at the 2007 Outreach Scholarship Conference in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

• Leigh Askew and Danny Bivins presented Project Riverway to sixty participants at the 
annual multi-state River Summit Conference, dedicated to educating organization 
members engaged in protecting and restoring the Chattahoochee River about innovative 
ways to increase awareness and participation. Askew and Bivins also presented a poster 
of their Project Riverway work at the 2007 Outreach Scholarship Conference in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

• Leigh Askew, Jan Coyne, Raye Rawls and Courtney Tobin conducted eight of ten 
planned town hall meetings on behalf of JUSTGeorgia, (an organization that Òadvocates 
for improvements in juvenile justiceÓ) http://www.justgeorgia.org/ an initiative of three 
not-for-profit organizations to rewrite the juvenile justice code for presentation to the 
legislature in 2009.  Judges, caseworkers, parents, child advocates, school officials and 
others participated in conversations on the positive aspects of the juvenile justice system, 
the challenges, and specific recommendations for improvement. 

 
 
ENGAGING COMMUNITIES 

• Athens-Clarke County, Georgia: The Navy School Local Redevelopment Authority 
(LRA) concluded over two years of work with the filing of the Final Reuse Plan with the 
Department of the Navy and the Homeless Process Summary with Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD).  Courtney Tobin is vice chair of the LRA. 

• The first test to designate Downtown Development Professionals was administered at the  
Georgia Downtown Association (GDA) Conference in Columbus, Georgia with fifteen 
people receiving certificates. Mac Brown was instrumental in working with the Georgia 
Downtown Association to develop this Professional Development Certificate program, 
and Brenda Hayes drafted the test questions.  This is the first program of its kind in 
Georgia. 



• Deborah Gonzalez published ÒThe Courage of Voice: Higher Education & Public LifeÓ-
-her second article in the ÁPunto Final! section of The Hispanic Outlook in Higher 
Education. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
GEORGIA CENTER FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 

CONFERENCE CENTER AND HOTEL 
 

The first annual conference on "Women & Girls in Georgia" was held at the Georgia Center 
October 12 Ð 14, 2007. There were approximately 130 participants including academics, 
advocates, activists and community members. Sponsored by UGA's Institute for WomenÕs 
Studies, the conference included both formal and informal sessions, with presentations of 
cutting-edge research, data, and analyses, and opportunities for networking and political 
strategizing. This yearÕs theme was violence; each year a different topic will be chosen 
relevant to the status and concerns of women and girls in Georgia.  
 
The Georgia Center secured a new corporate group enrollment with InsightAsia Research 
Group for the Principles of Marketing Research. Established in 1997 in Indonesia, 
InsightAsia is an independent market research agency with full service offices, research and 
field teams in Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and China. 
 
Kim Rogers, department head of sales at the Georgia Center, was named one of the Georgia 
Society of Association ExecutivesÕ (GSAE) 90 Movers & Shakers Ð a peer-selected group of 
association professionals who have demonstrated involvement in, participation in and 
support of GSAE and the association community in Georgia. Kim is presently serving a two 
and a half year term as a corporate member of the GSAE Board of Directors. GSAE is the 
second-oldest society of association executives in the country. It is an organization of more 
than 600 association executives and vendors of association products and services, including 
representation from 260 national, regional, state and local associations based in Georgia.  

 
In support of UGAÕs ÒEvery Drop CountsÓ public awareness campaign, the Georgia Center 
has implemented the following water conservation activities: 
 

o Banquet groups are asked to allow the Georgia Center not to present drinks in 
order to not waste water or cause more glasses to be washed than needed. 

o Recovered water and tea from banquets and the Savannah Room as well as 
recovered water from other areas of the building (ice buckets, ice bins, meeting 
rooms, air conditioning condensation pans, etc.) is saved and used on our plants 
and trees, including our pecan trees. 

o Our dishwashing machine recycles the wash water and only uses fresh water for 
the rinse cycle. We have begun using biodegradable paper products in the 
Courtyard CafŽ to reduce the amount of water used for dishwashing. 

o Signage has been placed throughout the building to inform all guests of the 
severity of the drought and to ask for their help in conserving water; notices have 
been placed in all guest rooms offering suggestions on how they can help save 
water. 



o The automatic flush mechanisms have been disconnected in all public restrooms. 
 

In addition to these water conservation efforts and a recycling program that has been in place for 
more than two years, the Georgia Center met with UGAÕs Physical Plant Division to discuss 
ways that the Georgia Center can substantially reduce the use of steam and electricity and, in 
cooperation with the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, will pilot a sustainable 
agriculture program that will enable the Center to buy locally grown food products to help 
reduce the negative impact of fuel emissions for delivery of food supplies. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Marine Extension Service 
 

The Marine Extension Service re-opened its aquarium in Savannah, Georgia to the public on 
October 13, 2007 after three months of remodeling. The renovation efforts were funded by a 
partnership with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (N.O.A.A) GrayÕs Reef 
National Marine Sanctuary Program which contributed $100,000 to the $175,000 effort. The 
grand re-opening occurred during the Skidaway Marine Science Day Open House event on 
Skidaway Island, Savannah, Georgia. Entities participating included the University of Georgia 
Marine Extension Service, Skidaway Institute of Oceanography, NOAA GrayÕs Reef National 
Marine Sanctuary, Georgia Department of Natural Resources Law Enforcement and the United 
States Coast Guard. New exhibits in the aquarium include a display of a section of GrayÕs Reef 
located approximately 16 miles offshore Sapelo Island, Georgia in 60 to 90 feet of water. The 
display shows the limestone outcropping with assorted marine fish and invertebrates. A new 
touch-tank with live coastal animals and hands on reef display for children were also 
constructed. New museum display cases on the upper level exhibit fossils of sharks, giant 
armadillos, whales, mastodons, wooly mammoths dredged from the Skidaway River. Native 
artifacts dating back to the ÒGualeÓ era of GeorgiaÕs prehistory are also on exhibit, as are sea 
island grass baskets crafted by the Gullah residents of Sapelo Island. An estimated 2,500 to 3,000 
people attended the afternoon event. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Office of Academic Special Programs 
 

UGA named site of American Regions Math League competition 
The University of Georgia will be a competition site for the 2008 American Regions Math 
League Competition, May 30-31, 2008.  There are presently three universities which serve a 
competition site:  Pennsylvania State University, the University of Iowa and the University of 
Nevada at Las Vegas.  The University of Georgia will be the first southern university to host. 
According to their website: ÒThe American Regions Mathematics League's annual competition 
brings together the nation's finest students. They meet, compete against, and socialize with one 
another, forming friendships and sharpening their mathematical skills. Since its inception in 
1976, ARML has snowballedÉ  into a national program, involving almost 2000 students and 
teachers from almost every state. Simply put, ARML is the World Series of mathematics 
competitions.Ó 
 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

International Public Service and Outreach  
 

Director Glenn Ames made a presentation entitled ÒTrends in International Business 
Environment, U.S. Agricultural Trade with Mexico, and Preparing the next Generation of 
Students for International CommerceÓ at the invitation of the Faculty of Administrative and 
Social Sciences at the Universidad Veracruzana, October 30, 2007. This was the first Academic 
Networking Conference of Commercial and International Business Faculties held at the 
Universidad Veracruzana. [read more] http://www.uv.mx/universo/289/infgral/infgral07.htm. 
 
International Public Service and OutreachÕs volunteer interns, and students in the Department of 
Health Promotion and Behavior, Kelly Hannah and Anne Bolduc, conducted the first of a series 
of Learn and Serve Latino Health Care Seminars, coordinated by IPSO, on October 16, 2007.  
Ms. Savannah Weaver, from Prevent Child Abuse Athens, and Ms. Julia Presuel, Public Health 
Liaison from Northeast Health District were invited to the Pinewoods Estates Community 
Learning Center, to give presentations on childhood dangers in the home, and ways to protect 
oneÕs children, which was presented by Ms. Savannah Weaver; and food safety, food 
preparation, and appropriate food storage temperatures, which was presented by Ms. Julia 
Presuel.  International Public Service and OutreachÕs Training, Internship, Exchanges, and 
Scholarship (TIES) Phase I students, Diana Santiago San Martin and Sonia Velasquez Guerrero, 
from Mexico, volunteered to translate for the Latino audience. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Office of Service-Learning 
 

UGA Included in the Guide to Service-Learning Colleges and Universities 
The University of Georgia is one of only three institutions in Georgia to be included in the Guide 
to Service-Learning Colleges and Universities 
(http://www.beyondthebooks.org/Service_Learning_Colleges_and_Universities.pdf)). 
Selection criteria include: 1) the quality of service-learning; 2) the scale and scope of service-
learning across the institution; and 3) sufficient institutional infrastructure.  
 
UGA Students Contribute 236,000 Service Hours or $4.5 Million in Service to Community  
The Office of Service-Learning coordinated the University of GeorgiaÕs application to the 2007 
PresidentÕs Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.  Last year, UGA was honored 
Òwith distinction for hurricane relief effortsÓ for this national award administered by the 
Corporation for National and Community Service.  This year, the special focus area emphasizes 
service that supports improved high school graduation and college readiness of youth from 
disadvantaged circumstances.  UGA nominated 10 exemplary programs in the General 
Community Service and Special Focus Area categories:  
 
  
 General Community Service Exemplary Projects  

!  Refugee Youth Tutoring and Mentoring Project - International Center for Democratic 
Governance  



!  Community Tutoring of K-8 Latino Children - Center for Latino Achievement and 
Success in Education  

!  Alternative Spring Break: The Week that Lasts a Lifetime - Center for Leadership 
and Service  

!  Friendly Visitors: An Intergenerational Service-Learning Program Ð Dr. Denise 
Lewis, assistant professor of Child and Family Development  

!  Project FOCUS: Fostering Our CommunityÕs Understanding of Science Ð Dr. David 
Knauft, College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences  
 

 Special Focus Area Exemplary Projects  
!  Steps to College, Georgia Center for Continuing Education Conference Center and 

Hotel  
!  Leadership Sin Limites (Leadership without Limits) - The Fanning Institute  

The PLC-UGA Partnership: Addressing the High School Drop-Out Rate Ð Office of 
Service-Learning  

!  Thomas Lay After School Program Ð Honors Program  
Collegiate Candidates Ð Student Activities  
 

 Service Statistics Submitted to 2007 Honor Roll 
!  1700 students engaged in academic service-learning (this number includes study 

abroad)  
!  7700 students engaged in forms of community service of any kind other than 

academic service-learning  
!  9400 students engaged in community service of any kind  
!  5850 of these students engaged in at least 20 hours of service per semester  
!  UGA students contributed an estimated total of 236,000 service hours or nearly $4.5 

million to the community through service efforts. 
  
The value of a volunteer service hour reached $18.77 per hour in 2006.  Independent 
Sector, a coalition of approximately 600 charitable organizations, calculates the value of 
a volunteer service hour each year based on the Bureau of LaborÕs hourly wage (for all 
non-management, non-agricultural workers), with a 12 percent increase to estimate fringe 
benefits. Campus Compact [http://www.compact.org] has utilized this statistic in order to 
determine the economic impact of their member institutionsÕ student service hours. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Small Business Development Center 

 
The Small Business Development Center (SBDC)web site now includes a podcast section.  
Debbie Graham, of the Brunswick office of the SBDC, has recorded a series of business 
information briefs for radio.  These recordings are now available from the SBDC home page 
(www.georgiasbdc.org) for either immediate play or download.  A few recordings are available 
now and more will be added. 

  



Under a grant from the U.S. Department of Commerce, the SBDCÕs International Trade 
Center, with the U.S. Export Assistance Center in Atlanta, is developing a webinar series on 
exporting.  The ten part module is partially complete and active at www.export-u.com.   

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia 

 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia is featured on the homepage of the American Public 
Gardens Association (www.publicgardens.org). 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Public Service and Outreach Initiatives 

 
Archway Partnership Project 

 
Moultrie/Colquitt County Portal 
 
Emily Watson joined the University of Georgia in November 2007, to serve as the new Archway 
Professional for the Moultrie/Colquitt County portal.  
 
A series of six in-depth neighborhood input meetings were facilitated within the City of Moultrie 
by Archway Director of Operations Dennis Epps and by Archway Professional Emily Watson.  
These meetings identified challenges and opportunities for the City of Moultrie to improve 
public services and were well attended.  The final session was conducted in Spanish and was 
dependent upon the faculty and staff of the Colquitt County Extension Office for translation. 
 
Members of the Archway Partnership Project are working in conjunction with the Sociology 
Department of Valdosta State University in conducting research regarding public safety issues in 
Moultrie/Colquitt County.  This project, conducted at the bequest of the City of Moultrie Police 
Department and the Colquitt County SheriffÕs Department will provide data for future strategic 
planning efforts. 
 
Sandersville/Tennille/Washington County Portal 
 
Archway Professional Farrah Senn worked with the Georgia Rural Economic Development 
Center at East Georgia College and secured grant funding for a project that will involve UGA 
College of Environment and Design students and faculty members in developing aesthetic 
upgrade plans for the hospital.   
 
Students from the Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication are engaged in the 
development of a website for the Sandersville/Tennille/Washington County Community.  The 
students are members of the student run advertising agency known as HSBT and operate under 
the faculty guidance of Kirsten Strausbaugh-Hutchinson. 
 



Brunswick/Glynn County Portal 
 
In November 2007, administrators and faculty members from the University of Georgia met with 
community leaders for the purpose of creating the establishment of the third Archway 
Partnership Project portal in Brunswick/Glynn County.  Commitment to establishing the 
partnership was articulated by the community via the Glynn County Board of Commissioners, 
Glynn County Board of Education, City of Brunswick, Brunswick/Glynn County Development 
Authority, and Southeast Georgia Health System. 
 
Other Notes 
 
In November 2007, Archway Partnership Project Director of Operations Dennis Epps leveraged 
experiences gained through the Archway Project to teach a course on City/County Collaboration 
at the recent joint Georgia Municipal Association and Association County Commissioners of 
Georgia (GMA/ACCG) training program conducted by the Carl Vinson Institute of Government. 
 

 
Initiative on Poverty and the Economy 

 
Poverty and the Economy 
The Poverty and the Economy Faculty Research Grants Program, sponsored by the Office of the 
Vice President for Public Service and Outreach and the University of Georgia Research 
Foundation, Inc., has entered its third year of funding. Fourteen (14) proposals were submitted 
for funding representing twenty-six (26) faculty and seventeen (17) academic and service units.  
Five (5) proposals were awarded funding ranging from $15,000 to $26,000. This yearÕs grants 
will support research projects that include investigations of the linkages between persistent 
poverty and education, healthcare, and housing; an evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
graduation coach program to reduce high school dropout rates among low-income students; and 
a study of raising awareness of poverty in historically low-income counties. 

 


