
Points of Pride Ð March 2008 
 
 

Carl Vinson Institute of Government (Vinson Institute) 
The Child and Family Policy Initiative has a new web site 
http://www.cviog.uga.edu/childfamilypolicy/).  Contents include a calendar of events, a campus-
wide listserv, and a database of UGA faculty expertise related to child and family policy. The 
initiative is also currently sponsoring a Brown Bag Lecture Series highlighting current faculty 
research on relevant topics. The final lecture will be held on April 18 at the Student Learning 
Center. Dr. Njer i Marekia-Cleaveland of the Vinson Institute will host a roundtable discussion 
on issues confronting refugee families in Georgia. 
 
City of Valdosta and Vinson Institute Team Up for 15th Planning Retreat 
For the 15th consecutive year, Valdosta city officials selected the Vinson Institute to help them 
carry out a comprehensive three-day retreat to set goals and strategies for advancing their 
community. Gordon Maner (Vinson Institute faculty member) who has facilitated several of the 
previous retreats along with this one, commended the officials for their ongoing commitment to 
planning and goal-setting. Valdosta is one of several Georgia local governments with which the 
Vinson Institute has a long-standing relationship of conducting retreats for elected officials. 
 
OÕLooney and Shollenberger  Win Public Service Awards 
The Vinson Institute is home to two winners of outstanding public service awards. Faculty member 
John OÕLooney, who specializes in helping local governments improve the efficiency of their 
operations, received the 2008 Walter B. Hill Award for Distinguished Achievement in University 
Public Service and Outreach. K itty Shollenberger , who is a local government training program 
coordinator, was presented with a 2008 Staff Award for Excellence. 
 
The Fanning Institute 
Capacity Building 
Leadership Day 2008 
Leaders from across Georgia gathered at the Georgia Freight Depot in Atlanta to share best 
practices and success stories, and identify ways to improve leadership efforts, whether regionally 
through the Georgia Academy of Economic Development, youth leadership coordinated by 
Georgia 4-H, or the Community Leadership Initiative, led by Louise Hill.  Senator Johnny Isakson 
was the keynote speaker. The Fanning Institute coordinates this annual event, which is sponsored 
by the Georgia Rural Development Council and the OneGeorgia Authority.  Debbie Allen, Matt 
Bishop, Emily Davis and Karen Holt were also involved in the event.   
 
K im Anderson conducted the final session of LEAD21, a national faculty leadership development 
program for land-grant colleges and universities.  Included in the session, which focused on the 
public policy process and its impact on the land-grant system, was the graduation of 67 
participants from across the U.S. who participated in the nine-month process comprising three on-
site conferences, distance learning, self-directed learning, and a campus leadership initiative. 
 
Exploration 
The annual meeting of 4-H leaders at Rock Eagle was the site of two forums the Fanning Institute 



conducted for the Southern Growth Policies Board (SGPB).  Leigh Askew, Danny Bivins, Jan 
Coyne, Langford Holbrook, and Karen Holt facilitated the sessions, conducted in partnership 
with the Georgia Institute of Technology.  These sessions were part of SGPBÕs program, ÒYouth: 
The Future of the South,Ó which seeks input from youth on key issues facing the state. 
 
Matt Bishop, Jan Coyne, Langford D. Holbrook and Skip Teaster  facilitated a planning session 
with the Board and Staff of the Liberty Regional Medical Center (LRMC) in Hinesville, GA.  The 
purpose of the session was to review findings from the SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats) that was conducted earlier, review the LRMC mission, finalize action 
strategies and develop the implementation plan as the facility prepares for the population boom 
projected for the coastal region and the increase in personnel at Fort Stewart/ Hunter Army 
Airfield. 
 
Engaging Communities 
Langford D. Holbrook finalized the Lumpkin County Commercial and Industrial Standards and 
presented them to the countyÕs project committee.  These standards will help the countyÕs planning 
department and development authority ensure quality as new commercial and industrial sites are 
developed, particularly along the GA 400 corridor. 
 
Danny Bivins and Langford D. Holbrook conducted a tabletop exercise to test the Peach County 
Animals in Disaster Plan (ADP), in cooperation with the College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences, the Georgia Emergency Management Agency, Peach County EMA, the 
cities of Byron and Ft. Valley, Ft. Valley State University, the Georgia Department of Agriculture, 
the Peach County Extension Service, local veterinarians and other community representatives.  
The purpose of the exercise is to ensure the countyÕs ADP protects companion animals in future 
disasters. 
 
Leigh Askew and Danny Bivins met with local leaders and officials in Apalachicola, Florida, to 
discuss ways of integrating Florida, especially the Apalachicola area, into this summer's Project 
Riverway course.  Excited about the prospect of hosting Project Riverway, Apalachicola officials 
invited them to give a formal presentation to the City Council in April.  Bivins also presented last 
summer's Project Riverway to Riverway South, a not-for-profit partner, who has agreed to 
coordinate and sponsor this summerÕs class trip. 
 
Georgia Center  for Continuing Education Conference Center  and Hotel 
The Georgia Center has partnered with the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences to 
provide ÒSustainable Fridays.Ó Every Friday, Chef Sam Lorenson creates a lunch selection using 
ingredients that have been grown locally. The ÒSustainable FridayÓ entrŽe is said to be one of the 
Savannah RoomÕs most popular items. 
 
The Georgia CenterÕs Independent and Distance Learning department has accomplished many 
things during the 2008 fiscal year. For example: 

¥ Nine new classes have been opened and 32 new instructors have been hired. 
¥ Twenty new classes have been revised and/or reopened.  
¥ Thirty-six new classes are currently in development. 
¥ Negotiations are underway for 21 specific new classes. 

 



The Georgia Center recently received a report on the results of their 2007 Holiday Food Drive. 
According to Tina Laseter , Development Director of the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia, the 
total number of pounds collected from the Georgia Center was 1,408. This has a total retail value 
of $2,267 and will provide 1,091 meals to those in need in our community.  
 
Marine Extension Service (MAREX) 

 
Dr . Maryellen Timmons (a MAREX educational faculty member stationed in Savannah) was 
awarded a $15,000 grant from The Comcast Foundation entitled ÒConnecting Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing Students to Multidisciplinary Marine Science through Sensory Education at the UGA 
Marine Education Center & Aquarium: A Model Approach.Ó  The program has partnered with 
Hesse Elementary School in Savannah and provides hands-on experiences in marine science. The 
picture shows the Hesse Elementary teacher signing instructions to a student concerning the 
identification of marine organisms being observed under the dissecting scope. The marine 
organisms were collected from the MAREX dock located on the Skidaway River. 
  
Office of Academic Special Programs (OASP) 
The Georgia Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS) hosted its 33rd annual contest 
February 24-26, 2008.  The event brought together eighty students on the UGA campus for three 
days of competition and learning.  Students presented their original research projects to judges 
from the public and private sector.  Five students won top honors and will compete at the National 
JSHS in Orlando, FL on April 30-May 4, 2008. 

 
The District I History Day competition hosted its annual contest on Saturday, February 2, 2008.  
Approximately 110 students from 25 counties participated in the day long event.  Students 
exhibited and presented their historical research in one of five different categories.  Winning 
students in each category will compete at the statewide competition in Macon, GA on April 26, 
2008. 
 
Office of Service-Learning (OSL) 
Service-Learning Faculty Benchmark Survey Completed with over 450 Faculty Participating 
The OSL conducted a comprehensive Service-Learning Faculty Benchmark Survey in order to 
gain a better understanding of current service-learning practice among UGA faculty, identify 
perceived challenges, barriers, and benefits, and provide information for future faculty 
development and support programs.  Over 450 faculty responded to this survey that was designed 



through the leadership of Su-I Hou (Associate Professor of Health Promotion and Behavior and 
2007-08 Service-Learning Senior Scholar for Curricular Initiatives).    
 
2008 Gulf South Summit on Service-Learning and Civic Engagement through Higher  
Education 
The OSL was a sponsor of the 2008 Gulf South Summit held on March 13-15, 2008, in Nashville, 
TN. A group of 13 UGA faculty and students attended the conference and was featured on the 
program through four presentations, a poster session, and as a student representative on a keynote 
panel.   
 
Small Business Development Center  (SBDC) 
ÒMaximum Marketing,Ó a new program developed by Kyle Hensel (an SBDC Consultant at our 
center at Georgia Southern University) has been rolled out across the state in cooperation with the 
Georgia Department of Economic DevelopmentÕs Entrepreneur Friendly community program.  
ÒMaximum MarketingÓ is a five-week facilitated learning program for select groups of fifteen 
business owners.  At the conclusion of the program each owner ends up with a customized 
marketing plan for their business.  The Department of Economic Development makes a grant 
available for each eligible community to defray the $5,000 expense of the program.  So far seven 
communities are participating in the program.  SBDC Entrepreneur Development Consultant Paul 
Kreager has organized the financial support of the Department and is coordinating community 
recruitment. A follow-up program related to financing issues is under development. 
 
Archway Partnership Project 
 
Moultr ie/Colquitt County Portal 
The College of Environment & Design continues to provide information and support to the 
Moultrie/Colquitt County Development Authority in regard to historic preservation issues for the 
redevelopment of the Friedlander Department Store. 

Planning is taking place for a "Your Town" civic engagement and design charrette process which 
will enhance redevelopment efforts in Northwest Moultrie -- an area that is greatly disadvantaged 
and suffering from significant blight.  Partners in this work are UGAÕs Colleges of Family & 
Consumer Sciences, and Environment & Design. 

The Leonard Scholars of the Terry College of Business have completed their draft of the final 
report for the Colquitt Arts Center and April 13, 2008, has been identified as the date for the 
community presentation of the team's recommendations.  

Ed Jackson (Vinson Institute) is currently working with the City of Moultrie to plan the City's 
sesquicentennial celebration.   

Sandersvile/Tennille/Washington County Portal 
Bill Russell (Fanning Institute) is working with the Tennille Downtown Development Authority in 
the development of a strategic plan for the community's downtown redevelopment. 



Students and faculty from the College of Environment & Design have completed a design charrette 
for the hospital, and are proceeding with development of their final report of recommendations. 
The hospital, built in 1962, is in need of a facelift to support recruitment of physicians and other 
medical professionals. 

Archway Professional Farrah Senn continues to work with the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) and Courtney Tobin (Fanning Institute) on issues regarding air quality for 
both Washington and Wilkinson Counties. 

Farrah Senn recently met with Matt Bishop (Fanning Institute) and Tina Hutcheson with the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to create an effective working partnership with 
DCA's Communities of Opportunity (COOP). 

Brunswick/Glynn County Portal 
Archway Professional Joy Burch continues to conduct interviews with community leaders and has 
established an exceptional rapport with the Brunswick/Glynn County Community.  Her work has 
led to her appointment to serve as a member of the search committee for the CEO of the Golden 
Isles Career Academy (GICA), one of the most significant projects underway within the 
community.   
 


