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Through a broad range of service and outreach programs administered by the Office of the Vice President for Public Service and
Outreach in conjunction with Cooperative Extension, schools and colleges, the University of Georgia (UGA) connects with the people
of Georgia every day. Knowledge generated by the university is translated into a variety of practical uses, such as improving the
nutritional practices of low-income Georgians, introducing governments and businesses to new technologies, and enhancing the
quality of life for people throughout Georgia and beyond the state’s borders.

To be more responsive to the critical needs of the state of Georgia, and to more fully integrate outreach with research and teaching at
the University, the Office of the Vice President for Public Service and Outreach employs an initiative-based approach to specific
issues that focus campus efforts on functions rather than on organizational structure. The current initiatives are listed below.

Community Economic Development Initiative
A major focus of UGA @ outreach activity isto offer
programs that encourage the economic devel opment of
businesses and communities throughout the state and
globally. The programs and services offered by Public
Service and Outreach units provide support for diverse
groups, from farmers to retail ers to service providers.

OVPPSO isfocusing on strengthening collaboration among

university units to better meet community economic

development needs of Georgia@® communities. Two
examples include:

* The Archway Partnership Project: A pilot project in
Moultrie, Colquitt County, Ga., brings together UGA
units, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs,
and community leaders to identify and address
expressed community needs.

* Poverty and the Economy Research Grants: The
OV PPSO administers a grants program funded by
UGA QB Research Foundation to encourage multi-
disciplinary research projects on poverty and issues
related to the working poor.

Changing Demographics in Georgia Initiative

The 2000 U.S. Census Report showed that L atinos were the
fastest-growing demographic group in the United States; in
Georgiaaone, the Latino population has increased by 474
percent since 1990. Beginning in July 2001, the OVPPSO
has worked with educators, community leaders, and
professionals to identify issues facing Georgia@ Latino
population. Since then, academic, outreach, and research
units across campus have been building new partnerships to
focus on issues such as education, wellness, nutrition,
leadership, and community economic development.

Internationalization Initiative

OV PPSO supports programs and activities related to
service-learning, applied research, policy analysis,
technical assistance, governmental training, and community
economic development in countries around the globe,
particularly in Africa; Chinaand Southeast Asia; Mexico
and Central and South America; and Eastern Europe. The
goal isto connect UGA faculty members and students, as
well as Georgia citizens, to global issues.

Civic Engagement Initiative

OV PPSO supports programs and activities that strengthen
the connections of teaching, research, and outreach to
society® needs by encouraging the scholarship of
engagement by faculty members, and by providing service-
learning opportunities for students.

Academic Pre-Collegiate Initiative

OVPPSO is exploring strategies for enhancing institution-
wide support for academically-based, pre-collegiate
programming provided by avariety of units on campus.

For more information, contact:

Office of the Vice President for Public Service & Outreach
706.542.3352
http://outreach.uga.edu
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